
Developing community woodfuel
Co-operation is key

Working together to 
source, process and 

effort.

many forms, from large-scale district 

managers.

cooperative schemes are common.  
For example, in Finland, a long 

has proved strong foundation upon 

Homes are kept cosy in even the 

through a heat grid.

in Scotland in schemes like the 
Aviemore North district heating 
system.  At Hill of Banchory, just 
outside the eastern edge of the 
Cairngorms National Park, a district 
heating scheme feeds as 25 houses, 

and planned care home. 

According to chartered forester 

to creating stronger, more resilient 
rural communities.

kind of developments is that 

to take charge of their energy 
procurement,” he explained.  “This 
puts them in a much stronger 
position as they are no longer at the 
end of a long, external supply chain, 

control.

“My main message to people in 
rural communities keen to get into 

There’s no need to reinvent the 

together.

sector,” he added.  “If communities 
come together there are great 
opportunities for people to source 

from grants and incentives to 

heating schemes.

“Rather than each village paying 
external energy companies heating 

the impact on the rural economy 

 

simple as sharing tools or space to 

other local operators to expand the 

Alastair Maclennan of Balliefurth 

next to his farm in 1999.  According 
to him, farmers are increasingly 

For more information see www.lowcarboncairngorms.org
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farm,” he said. “One of the reasons 

and I don’t have enough farm 

Alastair added.  “Processing the 

there’s machinery that can help 

other farmers and 

raised is that of 

is there enough 

if lots of people in 
the Park convert 

Forester and 
Highland councillor 

Ian Ross, chairs the steering group 
for the Woodfuel Action Plan, a 

Cairngorms National Park Authority 

demand.

“There are enough trees to support 

“There is around 20% forest 
cover in the Cairngorms 
National Park and much of 

undermanaged.  Trees 

for fuel.  Thinnning and 

environmental interests too; 

“Farmers, land managers and 
contractors can get into the 

oil and gas. The reality in a rural area 
is that fuel poverty presents a real 
challenge.

cheaper.”

The Cairngorms National Park’s 

Other sources of help and 
advice
Community Woodlands Association 
www.communitywoods.org

Reforesting Scotland 
www.reforestingscotland.org

Forestry Commission Scotland 
www.usewoodfuel.co.uk

Use Greenheat
www.usegreenheat.co.uk

Councillor Ian Ross and Strathspey farmer Alastair Maclennan getting 


